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t has led to some
thoughts about our ongoing involvement wi th o1d and nel^r  f r iends in Kontum.

As for the phi l -osophical  questton of  whether we might possibly be doing more
harm than good by intervening in heal t ,h and welfare act iv i t ies aimed at  the
Montagnard popuf l t ion,  my simpl€ response is t ,hat  their  needs are great,  i t 's
better to do something than to do nothing, and those of  us for tunate enough
to have surplus resources are benef i t ing oursel-ves along with our needy cLientr
in shar ing these resources. We have made errors of  judgment in the past and
vi l i  no doubt conLinue to do so in the future;  but  hopeful- ly wer11 make fewer
mistakes as t ime goes by,  and I  th ink i t 's  wbrth the ef for t .  And f  want to

add that I 'm deeply grateful  to you and Hi lary for  your col laborat ion and

support  in set t ing up Asia Connect ion Inc.
Taking a c loser look at  'Fr iends of  t ,he Viet  Nam Highlands'  - - -  which

morptred into 'Fr iends of  Kontumr ---  I  th ink you deserve much credi t '  fot
pul l ing i t  together in the f i rst  p l -ace. I  remember how deeply moved you

were af ter  your return v is i t  to Kontum in 1994. The Minh Quy reunion that
you organized the fol lowJ-ng year was a huge success in my opinion, and even
t,hough act . ive part ic ipat , ion in Fr iends of  Kontum has fal len of f  over the
years fhere's st iL l  a core of  concerned people hoping to carry on the out-
reach to our Montagnard f r iends.

As you know, Asia Connect lon Inc.  waa seL up part l -y wi t ,h th is in mind.
In the Art ic l -es of  fncorporat ion that r ' te submit ted to the Flor ida Department
of  State we presented our purpose as fo l lows:

'To provide f inanciaL assistance for agencies and indiv iduals
involved in emergency..r  re l" ief  and heal th and weLfare projects

in needy areas of  the wor ld,  wi th a part icular focus on Asia. '
In a later gtatement to t ,he Internal  Revenue Service we enlarged on this:

fAsia Connscbion Ine. had t ts genesis in a reunion of  a band of  former
former volunfeers who had worked at  Dr.  Patt tc ia Smit 'h 's Minh Quy
Hospi ta l - ,  located in the Centrai-  Highlands of  Viet  Nam, dur ing the
warl ime years.  The hospi ta l ,  funded mainly by a support  group in
Seatt ler  Washingtonr funct , ioned pr imari ly to serve the medical-  needs
of t r ibaL minor i t ies in Kontum Province. The 'L iberat ion'  government
t ,hat  succeeded t ,he Government of  South Viet  Nam upon terminat ion of
the war in Lg75 cont inued a pol icy of  neglect  toward the t ' r ibal  minor-
i t ies,  and rre formed a group ca11ed'Fr iends of  Kontum'to t ry and
extend a heJ-ping hand to our old f r iends and col- leagues in the High-
1ands. Aftei  numerous postr lar  v is i ts to Kontum by members of  the
group i t  was determined that the 1oca1 Cathol ic Church was clear l -y
l f re only agency genuinely interesled in the Montagnards'  heal- th and
welfare,  and the perpetuat ion of  their  unique cul ture.  Working as
best they can vi th l imi ted resources, the pr iests and nuns of  the
Kontum Diocese have in i t iab'ed numerous projdcbs to promote Mcntagnard
welfare c l in lcs,  waber we11s1 orphanages, c lasses in sewing and

' ,  hygiene for gi r ls f rom Montagnard v i l lagei i .  Asia Connect ion Inc.  was
esiabl i .shed part ly to help fund projects in i t iated by the Diocese.
The ot t rer  programs that we are support ing elsewhere i .n Asia have al l
passed muster, f ,or  integr i t ,y and ef  f  ic iency,  e i ther through on-si te
inspect ion or t ,hrough our personal-  fami l iar i ty wi th the leaders,  some
of whom were our col leagues dur ing the wart ime years in Viet  Nam.
Asia Connect ion Inc.  is  an al l -volunteer operat ion,  wi th no salar ies
or f inancial  benef i ts accruing to t ,he directors and no paid staf f .
AL1 contr ibut ions are designated for our overseas benef ic iar ies,  and
to date our oni-y operat ing costs have been banking feds and processing
fees to the tnternal  Revenue Service.  We ful1y real ize that  our



humanitar ian ef for ts represent only
bucket of  human need; but we operate
better to i iqht  a canare t 'nan curse

a very smal1 drop
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in a large
bhat ' i l ' "

On Apri l  24Lh of  th is year we were f inal ly granted 501(c)3 status by
the Internal , rRevenue Service.  We are c lassi f ied as a rPr ivate Foundat ion'
( i is  opposed to a 'Publ ic Char i ty ' )  which means in ef fect  that  we don' t
sol lc i t  contr ibut ions f rom the generaL publ ic,  but  that ,  1{e generaLe our own
funds. The I .R.S. however has conf i rmed that even thouEh we don' t  do publ ic
fund-ra5-sing werre ent i t led to accept donat ions f rom any source whatsoever.
So that anyone want ing to help support  a speci f ic  cLinic or orphanage for
example,  could use Asia Connect ion as a vehic le for  t ,h isr  ts i ld couLd get a
tax deduct ion of  up to 30% at his or her adjusted gross income.

The statement of  purpose is intent ional ly vague, because I  wanted to
al- l -ow enough lat , i tude to support  other worthy causes ouls ide of  Viet  Nam
and Southeast Asia.  I '11 enclose a breakdown of  our contr ibut ions to dafe.
As you can see most of  the t ransfers have gone to Kontum' btr t  there are
other points of  need in Bangladesh (nr.  Edr ic Bakerts heaLth center) ,
Cambodia ( lndradevi  c l in ic in Phnom Penh),  and lndia.  And I  donrt  th ink
i t 's  st : :etching the point  to declare the migrant labor camps in Central-  : ,
Flor ida as a 'needy area'  - - -  hence the grant to Good Samari tan Mission
which. helped them to cont inue operat ing a daycare program for farmvorkersl
ctr i ldren dur ing Lhe summer months.

As you know, Fattrer Lien has served as our unoff  i -c ia l  tpoi-nt  manl
in Kontum, and since our meet ing t rere in Tampa dur ing his recent v is i t  to
the U.S.A. I rm even more convinced that t re 's doing a good job gett ing Asia
Connect, ion donat ions into the proper hands. We t iansmit ted a s izeable sum
(U.S.$3000) v ia a connect ion that,  Fat,her Lien arranged here in Tanpa
(a Vietnamese pr iest  who vas a c lassmate of  h is in seminary),  and a nurhher
of  thank*you let lers have al-ready been received from Kontum. So I  have
a feel ing that werre on the r ight  t rackr €V€rl  though our ef , for ts to dafe
have been pi t i fu l ly  sma1l in comparison to bhe M6ntagnardStoveraLl  needs.

In the f i rsb c i rcular that  vas issued to probe the possibi l i t ies of  a
Minh Quy reunion back in 1995 you expressed the idea of  re-establ ishing
contact  wi th the HighS-and people rsho had made us feel  so welcome whi le we
were guests in their  count,ry,  and possibly to help them out in any smal l -
way we could.  Wel l r  I  t ,h ink that 's what is happening.. .

As for  the future of  Fr iends of  Kontum: as you are the person who
brought i t  into being and who has fai thful ly cranked out newslet ters over
the year.s,  i t  seems to me. that  i t rs your caLl  as to rrhether we stay afLoat
---even though there I  s on1y, a.r ihandf ul  of  act ive part ic ipants at  th is point

---or fade. into the sunset.  I f  you choose the lat ter ,  I  hope you' l I
share thd eurrdnt mai l inE l i3t  becaus€ I  imagine there are a number of
Fr iends of  Kontutn who would remain interested in proEress reports f rom
Asia Connect ion Inc.  In any case, whether we cont inue to exist  as an
informal group or not I  Uhink t ,hat  a l l  of  us Minh Quy alumni wi l - l  cont inue

' j  t ,o be r f r iends of  Kontum' in one form or anothbr.
l - . -

i  Thanks for your role in set t ing up Fr iends of  the Viet ,  Nam Hightands,
i  a i ld al$o for being part  of  Asia Connecl lon Inc.---

AbraZos r
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